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month later he was stricken with typhus
fever. He died happy i1 Jesus Nov. 19,
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1846, and was buried i Loudon by the
side of his two wives.

E

Easterbrooks, Rev. Caleb, was cou-
verted at Minden, N. Y., and soon comn-
menced preaching. He was ordained
Sept. 18, 1317. With a noble consecra-
tion, he soon became influential among
the Free Communion Baptists of New
York, and was cousidered omne of the
most efficient pastors.  After the death of
Elder Corpe lie became pastor of the Rus-
sia cliurcl, and retained the position un-
til his deatli, about 1830. He labored
much in  revival work, gathering
churches, and exerting a wide influence.

Eastman, Rev. Andrew ]J., son of
Andrew J. and Sarah J. (Frost) Eastman,
was boru at East Parsonfield, Me., July
23, 1846. He prepared for college at
New Hampton, N. H., 13867-70, grad-
nated from Bates College in 1874, and
from Bates Theological School in 1877,
September 13 of the same year he married
Miss Leali F. Smith, of West Campton,
N. H. Of three children one is living.
He was converted in 1865 and ordained
at Steep Falls, Me., Nov. 1, 1877, bya
coucil of tlie Ciunberland Q. M. Rev.
E. W. Porter preached the sermon. He
had snpplied at Steep Falls since Decem-
ber, 1876, and he now continued pastor
till June, 1878, when he went to Farnums-
ville, Grafton, Mass., and was there pas-
tor till Jan. 1, 1881, when he becanie pas-
tor of an interest which he had plauted in
Worcester. This was organized as the
First church by the Massachusetts Asso-
ciation, April 1, 1881. May 1, 1882, he
entered upon a three years' pastorate at
Pittsfield, N. H., and then moved to Ash-
land. He has baptized about fifty.

Eastman, Rev. C. A., a member of
tlie WashingtonStreet Dover church. died
in Salmon Falls about the beginning
of 1859, atter a paiuful illness of nearly
five years. He was generous and de-
voted.

Eastman, Rev. Edmund G., son of
Edmund G., and Dorcas (Redlon) East-
man, was born in Madison, N. H., in
1846. Counverted in 1858, he was li-

censed by tle Exeter Me.y Q. M. in
Marell, 1875, and ordaiued in March,
1876,  His pastorates have been at
Purkman, Me., 1375-¢ : Abbott, in con-
nection with his other clharge, 1376-79:
in North Guilford in 1377, as the result
of an exteusive revival a clhurch was or-
ganized ; at Rockland. 1879-84, also
Camden along with his other charge,
1882-83. He became pastor of the
Warwick Central Church at Apponaung,
R. [, in Febrnary, 1884, aud forty-uine
have since united with the church. He
served in the Civil War over two yvears,
and was overseer of the poor and first se-
lectmtan in Parkman, Me., 1873~-77. In
1863, ie married Miss Jennie McKeen ;
they have three children.

Eastman, Rev. Elery, died of a brief
illness in Saco, Me., May 11, 1861, aged
41 vears. Couverted at the age of twenty,
he was licensed by the York County Q. M.
in 1855, aud faithfully and successtully
improved his gift when, in 1858, he was
ordained as au evangelist by Rev. J. M.
Bailey and others. His last labor was
with the church in Dayton, Me., where he
had officiated as pastor the last year of
his life. He was ardent in faith, strong
in sympathy, and was especially charac-
terized by love.

Eaton, Rev. Ebenezer G., died at
Lewiston, Me., Aug. 13, 1883, aged 76
vears. He was thoroughly converted in
1831. He studied at Parsonfield Semi-
nary and held meetings in Freedom, N.H.,
where sixty were converted. He was or-
dained at Freedom July 14, 1833, by Rev's
Hosea Quinby and John Buzzell. He
was for a time a missionary in the Otis-
field Q. M., being tbe first preacher in
the Q. M. who received a salarv. He
preached in Otisfield, Harrison, Bridgten,
Brunswick, Auburn, Buckfield, Canton,
Livermore, Greene, Poland, South Lew-
iston, Bethel and Sabattus. He also
preached three vears in Nova Scotia, and
in a great revival there one hundred and
seventyv-five were added to the churches.



EATON

During his ministry, he baptized 1000 per-
sous. He was a schoolmate of President
Cheney. who wrote of him, ' He wasa
good man and full of the Holy Ghost and
of faith, and mueli people was added
uuto the Lord.”

Edgcomb, Rev. Joseph, was boru in
Limington, Me., in 1803. His parents
were Nicholas and (Tarbox) Edg-
comb. He became a Cliristian at the age
of twenty-two. He immuediately felt it
his duty to enter the ministry, but receiv-
ing 1o encouragenent, he refrained fromn
the work and lived ten years in darkness.
He received license to preach June 4, 1836,
aud was ordained May g, 1838, by Rev’s
Jolin Chaney and William Badger. Dur-
ing his miuistry of over fifty vears, he
has lield many pastorates, generally of
two or three churches at a tiine. He was
pastor of the churclh in Vienna, Me.,
twenty-eight vears. He has baptized
3235, married 230 couples, and attended
1200 funerals. He was {nstrumental in
the building of four church edifices, He
has heen a member of four General Con-
ferences. He ' stepped dowu "' to serve
one term in the Legislature. He married,
Jan. 235, 1326, Miss Eveline Foss, who
died at Vienna in 184g, leaviug two chil-
dren. He was married again March 4,
1850, to Mrs., Eliza Foss. of Limington,
and now resides at Mt. Vernon in his
native state.

Edger, Rev. W. H., was born in
Geneva, N. Y., in 18235.  August 3, 1866,
he was ordained at Corning, N. Y., at
which place e bought a meeting-house
with his own money, paying $1000 in
cash, and afterwards letting the church
have the property for %300. Before his
ordination he assisted in organizing the
Ehnira clhiurch, and three vears later, in
1866, he went to Elmira under direction
of the New York Home Mission Society
and raised %2,500 to build the church
there.  After its dedication in 1868 he
labored in revival work and about one
hiundred were converted. Iu 1869 lie or-
ganized the church in Plainfield, Wis.,
with seventy-tliree members. Several
other churches in Wisconsin were also
under his care in the few years following.
In 1373 lie moved to Central City, Neh.
In this state he was instrimental in organ-
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izing several churches. In 1384 he or-
ganized a church in Central City of which
lie is still pastor.

Edgerly, Rev. David L., of Farming-
ton, N. H..was born in Alton, N. H.. Aprnl
18, 1818. His parents were Jeremiah
and Betsey ¢ Leigliton; Edgerly. He was
converted at the age of fourteen. In
1836 lie warried Miss Olive Place ide-
ceased). He began to preach in 1848,
and two yvears after was ordained. The
next vear he wmarried Miss Almira B.
Chamberlain  (deceased). In 1870 le
married Atilla T. Winslow. He hasnine
children living. Omne son is a pension
agent at Washington, another is a physi-
cian in Cambridgeport, Mass. A son was
in the army and died at Arlington Heights
in 1863.

Education Society, The, was organ-
ized at Acton, Me., Jan. 15, 1840. In
the autumn of 1339, four ministers, John
Chaney, Silas Curtis, D. Waterman, and
J. J. Butler, met in Farmingtou, Me.,
and after prayerful deliberation, deter-
mined to send forth a call for an educa-
tional couvention. They decided to
seek the signatures of munisters in dif-
ferent parts of thie denomination. In
December following, the call was pub-
lished in the Jlorning Star, sigued by
forty-six ministers and laynieu, appoint-
ing a convention at Actou, Me., '‘to
adopt mmeasures for providing the means
of Biblical instruction for pilous voung
men who promise usefulness to the
church.” Accordingly seventy-six min-
isters and prominent laymen met and
adopted seventeen resolutions, which
formed the basis on which the Educa-
tional Society was organized, and thus a
much-needed institution wasestablished.

For a few years immediately preced-
ing this important step. factions had
arisenn in the denomination, contending
against secular education.  Consequently
Rev’s Jonathan Woodman and Dauntel
Jackson for a time refused to co-operate
with the denomination, being grieved at
certain irregularities in some parts of the
denomination. They agreed to reunite
with the denominatiou on condition that
General Couference would pass certain
resolutions, two of which were, *‘ That
this conference disapprove the following
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things: Opposition to learning aud lit-
erary improvement, and again. setting
apart for the ministry persons who are
uot gualified as the Scripture directs.”’
Thus the denomination took its firm
stand with the brethren who sought 1m-
provement of miud. In 1335 General
Couference more fully defined its positiot
by resolving, ** That we approve the ex-
ertions of our Dbrethren and frieuds in
promoting the cause of EDUCATION:
and that we will lend our nndivided sup-
port while such exertions aim at the
glory of God and the good of the
church.” The opposition now  became
open and avowed. Elder Jeremiah Bul-
lock. with guite a constitnency, mostly
in York County, Me., permanently with-
drew from the denounmation. He op-
posed temperance, and stoutly declared
he would *crawl on his knees to set on
fire all books.”  When the Worning Star
took an outspoken staud for education,
an opposition, more difficult to cope
with, arose with Dr. James M. Buzzell,
a son of Rev. John Buzeell, and Rev.
Samuel Hutcliins, of Belgrade or New
Portland, Me.. as leaders. The disseut-
ers had an organ of respectable charac-
ter and considerable circulation, called
The Maine [Freewill Daptist Reposifory.
It was published at Limerick. the old
home of the oruiny Star, and had con-
siderable prosperity from 1843 to 1830.
A separate orgauization was formed,
which contained ministers and churches
by the score.  There were mauy in
Maine and New Hampshire, especially,
who sympatlized with the movement,
but who were not formally connected

with it, But the effects were from ueces-
sitv transitory.  They soon vanished
away.

To the credit of the first founders of
our denomination, be it said that theyv
were  not  hostile to good  learning.
**What do youread > asked some one of
Randall.  ““T read everything, = was his
coueise reply.  Perhaps no one among
tliat noble ‘‘seven,” besides Raudall,
was more esteenied aud useful than Pela-
tinh Tingley, thie graduate of Yale Col-
lege. The denomination received and
lionored other coilege-bred men, Williaw
S. Babeock aud Zalmon Tobey. David
Marks died in the midst of college halls,
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and resolutely have Hosea Quinby, John
Fullouton, O. B. Cheney, and Ransom
Dunun taken up the torch of life and car-
ried it bravely forward tor God and man.
Our fathers' objection was not to true
learuing, but to putting secular knowl-
edge in the place of the knowledge of
God.  The Education Society fully
appreciated its privilege and its danger,
aud defined its position clearly iun the
couvention in which it was born :

* That while we are making greater
efforts for an increase of knowledge in
the sciences and the Scriptures, there is
great danger of losing that spiritnality
and warmth of heart so conspicuous in
our fathers, and of becoming cold and
lifeless in our communications, agaiust
wlhich the eternal welfare of souls and
the awful responsibilities of the gospel
require us studionsly to guard.”

After the orgauization of the society
in 1840, a subscription of 5300 was taken,
and 1t was decided to establish a library
itt connection with Parsonfield Seminary
on September following. A library of
700 voluimes was purchased at an expense
of $600. Rev. M. M. Smart was ap-
pointed principal of the library depart-
ment. and the following spring lectures
were delivered by Rev's Z. Jordan. Silas
Curtis, and Martin Cheney.  The first
annual meeting of the Education Society
was held at South Parsonfield, Me., Jau.
r3and 14, 1841, Samuel Whitney was
president. J. J. Butler corresponding
secretary, Silas Curtis rtecording secre-
tary. J. M. Harper treasurer, and Wm.
Burr assistaut treasurer. The work of
the society was declared to be especially
the providing of meaus for the intellect-
ual and moral improvement of young
preachers. The collection amounted to
370.  Churches were invited to pray
 that God would raise up more labor-
ers.”” The name was changed to “Bibli-
cal Department.””  In 1841 General Con-
ference indorsed its aims and plans.  In
tlie latter part of its second year the de-
partment became cuibarrassed for want of

funas. In September, 1842, it was noved
to  Dracut, Mass.,, as an independ-
ent Biblical  Scliool, (¢. z.). During

these two vears of its counection witl
Parsouficld  Seminary fortyv-three men
had been In attendance, some of theut
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this church, and aided tlienr 1 repairing
their house and furnishing it in modern
style. He continned its pastor two
vears, and also labored mneh as an evan-
gelist 1 the Bowdoin . M. During
ten years he has married 136 couples and
attended 332 funerals. At present
(1887), he is pastor of the Lisbon Falls
church. He was married June 19, 1873,
to Miss Susan H. Tinklani, of Anson,
Me., and has five children.

Edwards, Rev. C. C., was born in
North Carolina near the vear 1543, and
was married to Rachel Wooden in 1370.
They have four childreu now living, and
three who have gone to the other world.
He was coaverted in 1877, and ordained
in 187¢9. He is located at Terre Haute,
Ind., and preaches at Indianapolis and
other places.

Edwards, Rev. Daniel Wood, was
born in Lebanon, York County, Me.,
October 11, 1825. He is the son of
James L. and Caroline M. (Wood) Ed-
wards. September 19, 1861, he married
Mrs. Mary Gilman. Receiving educa-
tion at Geauga Seminary and also Ben-
jamin Stanton's School at West Lebanon.
Me., he was ordained Jan. 4. 1852. by
the Jackson (Iowa) Q. M. His pastoral
work has been with the Chagnn Falls
church, Ohio, the Manchester, Cale-
donia, and Laona churches in Illinois,
the Stewart and Shirland churches in
Ohio, and at North Marengo, Ill. In
one vear he traveled 1200 miles in Wis-
consin in evangelist work. and for two
vears he continued the work in Iowa,
traveling on horseback and in buggy,
witli no salary and no collections for him-
self.  He is uow residing in Beloit, Rock
County, Wis,

Edwards, Rev. Lewis A., son of
John L. and Elizabeth (Boddy) Edwards,
was born in Adams County, Ill., Dec. 11,
1842. He married Nancy J. Fedrick,
April 7, 1863, and has two children. He
consecrated his life to God in 1867 | in
1878 he received license, and Aug. 18,
1884, he was ordained. He has had
pastoral charge of three churcles, and
been blessed of the Lord in his ministe-
rial labors. He has served as clerk of
the Row Valley Q. M., and the Kansas
Southern Y. M.
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Eggleston, Rev, Abner C., a native
of TUlysses, N. Y., died in Lawrence,
Mich., Juue 16. 1364,~aged 36 vears.
In 1336 he was licensed while in New
York, but in about a year moved to Illi-
nois, and was ordained by the Walnut
Creek (). M. He traveled as a pioneer
miinister in the soutliwestern part of the
state, where hie gathered several churches.
In 1839 hie removed to the Van Buren
Q. M. (Michigan), and organized other
churches. He was devoted and success-
ful in his work for the Master.

Elkins, Rev. Daniel, was born in
Lee, N. H., in 1760, and moved to Gil-
manton in 1797. In 1799 he held meet-
ings on Meredith Hill. In 1804 he had
a revival in Jackson, and by request of
the converts he was ordained at the
Q. M. held at Sandwich, by Rev's Benj.
Randall and John Buzzell. He immedi-
ately returued to Jackson, where he bap-
tized several, formed a church and soon
after made his home. Here he had a
useful ministry of forty vears. He died
Juue 4, 1845, aged 85 years.

Elliott, Rev. Adam, of Brunswick,
Me., was ordained Aug. 16, 1805. After
a brief service he ended his earthly min-
istry in 1813.

Elliott, Rev. Ezekiel, was ordained
in 1808, and labored in Maine.

Elliott, Rev. George, wag ordained
Feb. 6, 1794, at the organization of the
church in Florida, N. Y., of which he
became pastor. He moved with the
church to Bowman's Creek, now Ames,
and remained its pastor until his death
in 1817. He was born in Pomfret, Conn.,
had been a teacher, and was wounded
while in the Revolutionary army. His
life was saved by the careful nursing of
his betrotlied, Miss Percy Kimball, who
becawe his wife. He was a tall, strong,
man, iutellectual, affectionate, unblam-
able, and, as a pastor, more than usually
watchtful. Hence, he had many warm
friends. and exerted a very great
influence for good.

Elliott, Rev. James, was ordained
in 13810, labored in Maine, and died in
181-.

Elliott, Rev. John, L., M. D., son
of David and Mary (Squires) Elliott,
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was born in [Italy, Yates County.
N. Y., Aug. 9. 18320, June 25, 1344, he

married Sally Storms, and in March
1378, e was ordained, having been
licensed in 1861. His work has been
in Guide Rock and Batin, Neb.. and
Oriole, Kan., and he is also a member
of the State Mission Board of Nebraska.
With his ministerial work he also com-
bines the practice of medicine.

Elliott, Rev. Nathaniel, labored in
Maine, and died in 181-.

Ellis, Rev. , was a miister
New York, and died in 1823.

Ellis, Rev. David, was a minister in
Ohio in 1523.

in

Ellis, Luther, son of Gideon and
Mehetabel ( Wiley Ellis, was born Sept.
25, 1825, in Roxbury, Washington

County, Vt. Oct. 10, 1348, he married
Sarah Leomis. and in 1834 removed to
Iowa. In October, 1342, lie was converted,
and June. 1861, was licensed by the
Waterloo . M. He was a member of
the Spring Creek chiurch from 1860 to
1371, after which he united with the
Waterloo church, of whicl he is now a
member and deacoun. He served three
years in the Thirty-second Iowa Volun-
teers.

Ellsworth, Rev. F. D., a native of
New York, pursued a three vears’ course

of theological inmstruction with the
Methodists and was ordained in that
body. Recently he unmited with the

Free Baptists, takiug the care of the Big
Mound, Oak Valley and Bone Gap
churclies of the Wayne County (Ill)
Q. M. At preseut he is pastor of the
church at Dryden, N. Y.

Emerson, Rev. William, died at his
residence in New Castle, Me., June 17,
1850.  He was born iu Booth Bay, Me.,
Jan. 1, 15777. He was converted at the
age of nineteen while on a visit to Massa-
chusetts.  In 1804 he was baptized by
Rev. E. Stinchfield and united with the

Free Baptist church in Edgecomb. He
was cliosen a deacon in 13035. In 1310

he was ordained and joiued the church
in Bootli Bay. He several times repre-
sented liis town in the Legislature of the
state. His grandfather, thie Rev. Jolin
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FEmerson of Topsfield, emigrated from
London, Eng.

Emery, Rev. Amos, died at iis home
in Goshen. N. H.. Oct. 12, 1836, He
was born in Newbury, N. H.. in July,
1795, Couverted iu the spring of 1823,
he was baptized by Rev. J. Rowe. joining
the Fishersfield and Goshen church.  He
at once began to hold meetings, and in
1854 he was licensed by the Weare ().
M. I 1838 he was blessed with a re-
vival in his own town, and in March he
was ordained. He continued preaching
in this vicinity, and in 1840 and 41 a
good revival was enjoyved under his la-
bors with the Second Weare church.  In
1844 a revival attended him in Newbury
and the Third church was organized, with
which he remained till lis death.  After
a brief, distressiug illuess this good man
departed in the midst of his useluluess.

Emery, Rev. C. M., died at (rilford
Village. N. H., Jan. 20, 1385. He was
born in Canterbury, July 24, 1845. He
early felt his need of salvation, and was
converted at the age of eighteen. The
light dawned slowly. and he was baptized
several months later, and united with the
Canterbury church. He studied at New
Hampton, Tilton aud Coucord, and be-
came a successful teacher.

After yvears of hesitation, he at length
vielded and preached his first sermon in
his native town April 8, 1877, from Isa.
6:3,9. The following June he began to
preach at the church in Belmont, where
he was ordained Sept. 6, 1879. He soon
after went to Alton Corner, where lie re-
maiied three vears. Nov. 26, 1832, he
was called to Gilford, swwhere he preached
with failing health to within two weeks
of his deuath. For five years he was
clerk of the Belknap Q. M.

Emery, Rev. James, was boru at
Gorham, Me., Aug. 1795.  Con-
verted at the age of sixteen, he was
baptized after some delay, and joined the
Free Baptist chiarch at Limington. He
held revival meetings at Limington about

23,

1816.  Receiving euncouragement, he
was ordained there Aug. 2. 1823. In

1826 lie weut to Waterborough, and con-
tinued tor some years goiug from place to
place on the borders of Maite and New
Hampshire, everywhere winning souls to
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Christ.  In 1831, forty were converted at
the First Tamworth church. and for ten
vears most of his time was spent with this
church. Throngh the revivals of 1834-12.
241 were baptized and added to this
churcli alone.  After 1342 he preached
elsewhere. Several months of hislast yvear
were spent in Lowell, Mass., But being

sent for by the Tamworth church. he ~

went to give them a last short service,
and then meet his Master.  Stricken
with paralysis in the evening after he
liad preached a Thanksgiving sermon,
on November 14, he sank rapidly and
died Nov. 22, 1334, aged 19 vears. He
was eminently spiritual and had a revi-
val gift. He was of wmiddle stature,
serious aud dignified, though kind.
Rev. Nahum Brooks preached his funeral
sermon, from ‘I have fought a good
fight”” to an audience consisting of
twelve ministers and a large circle of
friends.

Emory, Rev. Richard, was ordained
in 182—, and labored in Maine.

Emory, Rev. Simon, was ordained
111 182—, and labored in Maine.

English Baptists. Besides a simi-
larity of opinion and practice between
the Free Baptists of America and the
English Baptists, as to baptism and the
congregational form of church govern-
ment, a great majority of English Bap-
tists agree with the former in their two
great distinctive principles, of a free
gospel and free Christian communion
in the Lord’s Supper. How this has
come about, may be briefly stated.

Here and there in the Tudor times,
there may have been small bodies of Bap-
tists in England, as it is beyvond dispute
that not a few of thie martyrs of those and
earlier times, in England and elsewlere,
held Baptist views: but it is to John
Smiyth, once a Church of England clergy-
man, that we must refer, in conjunction
withi some friends of like faith aud zeal,
the formation of a Baptist church in Lon-
don in 1611, whicli became the mother or
model of other Baptist chiurches estab-
lished between 1611 and 1633. Tlese
churches were general or anti-Calvinistic
in doctrine, and, in this important re-
spect, were perfectly accordant with the
present Free Baptist churches of America.
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In 1633 the first Calvinistic Baptist
church was established, and to it and
others of the same doctrinal pattern, the
nante of “ Particular ™ was given, to in-
dicate their Delief in the particular re-
demption of the elect. Downto the ac-
cession of William and Maryv, in 1688,
the General Baptists were the more numer-
ous and influential section of Emnglish
Baptists. But a decline of the evangel-
ical spirit set in, accompanied by the
spread of Arianism among all bodies of
English dissenters. As a protest against
this degeneration and degenerating pro-
cess, a number of churches with their
pastors separated from the General Bap-
tist Assembly, and formed the General
Baptist New Connection in 1770. Other
churches and miunisters joined them, and
amoug the latter was Dan Taylor, a man
of much power in evangelistic work. He
removed from Halifax, in Yorkshire. to
London, where he was for a considerable
period the pastor of the General Baptist
church, meeting in Commercial Road East.
Down to the secession of 1770, the Gen-
eral Baptists nmnbered many able men
and scholars, among whom were Dr.
James Gale and the celebrated William
Whiston, who it is said took Sir Isaac
Newton to worship at the General Baptist
church where he himself attended, when
the great philosopher was on a visit at lis
friend Whiston's Leicestershire house.
As the General Baptists declined, the
Particular Baptists increased slowly, gen-
erally holding high Calviuistic views.
One of their leading exponents and ad-
vocates was Dr. John Gill, the eminent
Hebrew Scholar, whose commentaries
were long regarded as a treasury and
standard of Calvinistic theology. But
with Dr. John Rippon, Robert Hall, An-
drew Fuller, and the rise of the mission-
ary spirit, the older Calvinismi declined,
and what is knowu as moderate Calvinism
became dominant. High Calvinism dis-
couraged, if it did not actually forbid any
offer of the gospel to sinners at large, but
moderate Calvinism, though it took a
limited view of the influence of the Holy
Spirit, encouraged the preaching of the
gospel to all men. This was evidently
inconsistent with the five points of Cal-
vinism, and in a discussion upon that
subject Dan Taylor proved a more than
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equal match for Andrew Fuller, the chief
defender of moderate Calvinism. Yet as
they taught the death of Christ for all
and proclainied a free gospel to all. it was
not possible that wuch of Calvinisim could
practically remain among tlie churches
rejectinng particular redemption.  So
great indeed has been the change that
the designation *‘ Particular' has been
dropped. except in legal docmmnents, and
as a title of a few societies formed before
the triumpli over hyper-Calvinism.  With
few exceptions the churclies and minis-
ters who are still hyper-Calvinists, hiold
aloof from all other Baptists and will uot
admit them either as meubers or occa-
sional communicants.

The ‘“ Baptist Union "’ has now existed
for upwards of fifty yearsand is composed
of churclies aud ministers holding evan-
gelical principles, and of the 2,000
churches and ministers who are memibers
of the Baptist Union probably not more
than oue-fifth lhold Calvinistic doctrines
at all aud are General Baptists in all but
the name. Tlieone-fifth referred to differ
in the degree of Calvinism held and taught,
and owe their profession of it principally
to the influence of Mr. Spurgeon and the
Pastor’s College instituted by him, though
many of his students cease to be Calvin-
ists, if they ever were so, after leaving
his college and becoming settled in the
ministry.

The hyper-Calvinists in the Baptist
Union are very few, since, as before ex-
plained, the churches and ministers who
are so, and who number in all England
and Wales perhaps not more than four
hundred, will not hold any fellowship
with any otlier Baptists, whether General
or moderately Calvinistic.

So mmuch for a free gospel, but on the
question of free conununion at the Lord’s
table, the General and Particular Baptists
of England alike were for nearly two
hundred vears strict conunuuionists, ac-
cepting and acting upon the assumption
of all Christian cliurches (except the
Quakers, wlho reject both sacrauents)
that baptisni is an indispeusable qualifica-
tion for the Lord's Supper. Regarding
this as axiomatic and holdiug that the
imersion of believers only was the only
Cliristian baptism, the exclusion of all
non-Baptists from the Lord's Supper was
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the logical and imperative couclusion.
When. therefore, the first Freewill Baptist
clhiurel was forined in America in 1730,
its principle of free communion would
Liave met with almost universal opposi-
tion from tlhe Baptist churchies of England.
the General Baptists being, if possible,
more strongly strict and  strictly close
than the Particular Baptists.

The change. now so common, did not
take its rise from the General Baptists,
but was largely due to the distinguished
Robert Hall, who 1 1315 published his
work ' On Terms of Commniunion with a
Particular View to the Case of Baptists
and Paedo-baptists.”

Mr. Hall's essay  obtained immediate
atteution, not only from the uovelty of
thie opiuionus advocated but also from the
reputation of the writer, for Mr. Hall was
regarded by churchmen and dissenters as
tlie greatest living representative of British
nou-comtormity. In reply to Mr. IHall
appeared. " A Plea for Primitive Com-
munion ' fan anounyvimous pamphlet), fol-
lowed by a more lmportant production
from his old pupil and frieud, Rev. Joseph
Kinghorn, of Norwich, a mau of mark
and of so sweet a disposition that his op-
position to open communion could not be
ascribed to acerbity of temper or narrow-
ness of mind.

Mr. Hall replied to the anonymous
pamphlet in 1816, and to Mr. Kinghorn
m 1818, the latter reply being so long and
elaborate that it virtually ended the con-
troversy that had sprung up ; and, though
neither Mr. Kinghorn nor other dispu-
tants were converted, the growing effect
on Baptist sentimment was such as to bring
about the present coudition, in which
strict communion is the exception and
free comnnion the rule. The General
Baptists were less quickly influenced by
the Hall-Kinghorn discussion, but with
scarcely a variation open commuuion How
prevails.  As Mr. Spurgeon's great influ-
elce has been used ou the same side, the
churches and ministers who look to the
Metropolitan Tabernacle as a model are,
I think, uniformly Free Communionists.

The case then stauds thus. The very
great majority of Baptist churches in Eng-
land and Wales (and this remark applies
to Scotland and Ireland, wliere the nnm-
ber is smally, whetlier they are called Gen-
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eral Baptists. or simply Baptists without
any prefix. are free in the twofold sense
i wlich that term is emploved by the
Free or Freewill Baptists of America, to
describe their gospel invitations and com-
munion of the Lord’s Supper.  From the
pulpits of at least three out of four English
Baptist churches, and probably from four
out of five, the death of Clhirist for all mnen
and the most eartiest appeals to all men
are preached and delivered. and wlen the
table of the Lord is spread in the same
churches the companiouship of all Chiris-
tians is not ouly permitted but invited.
Of the hyper-Calvinistic churches, who
are all strict conununionists, I think, and
of the few others who also adhere to strict
commuunion, I would not speak otlierwise
than with respect of what is good in
them. but they are generally among the
smaller in numbers and less remarkable
for Cliristian activity outside their own
bodies. The Baptists of Great Britain
wlio are most distinguished for labor and
suceess are those who glory in a free
gospel and provide a free table for all
believers.

Ensign, Rev. Ashley W., was boru
Sept. 3. 18135, and commeiiced preaching
in early life. He received license about
1840, while counected with the Eden
church of the Erie Q. M. (XN. Y.}, and
was ordained three vears later. He was
then connected with the Bostou church
two years, Ashford two yvears, Hamburg
six years and again with the Boston
cliurch. During this tiine he labored as
an itinerant, and the churches of the
Erie Q. M. were blessed with his service.
He moved to southern Michigan in 1866,
and in spite of ill health continued to
labor witli a good degree of snccess. May
10, 1883, the fiftieth anniversary of his
marriage, he passed from this life to join
the redeemed. his wife having preceded
him by two vears. Brother Eusigu was
earuest i liis labors, more than usually
stiiccessful, foud of the people of his
clice, and prominent in the denomi-
national work.

Ensign, Rev. Erastus, son of Dauiel
and Elizabeth (Hatch) Ensign, was born
in Canandaigua, N. Y., April 7, 1808.
He was converted in 1834 and received
ordination June 14, 1840. His ministry
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was spent in northern Ohio, in Medina,
Cuyahoga and Lorain Counties. though

e labored some in New Vork and
Michigan.  He preached regularly at
different times to twelve churches.  He

assisted 1 organizing three churches,
and several whom he baptized becane
ministers.  Oct. 7. 183300 he was married
to Miss Lllizabeth Prouty. who with four
daughters mourned at his death, Feb.
13, 13%g.  Their home was at Liverpool,
O.. trom 1332 to 1388,

Ensign. Rev. William. was born in
Chiester. Mass,, May 31, 1797, and died
in Portage. Pa.. on his s3d birthday.
His carly life was spent with the Metho-
di: with whom he received ordination
in 1332 Three vears later he joined the
Free Buptists, and continued a faithtul
laboyer until his death.  He was instru-
mental in considerable revival work.

Epperson, Rev. J. D., son of James
H. and Mary o Burrus: Iippersou, was
born in castern Teunessee 11 1337. He
was converted 1373, and has recently
engaged in winisterial work in the Eldo-
rado ). M., Missourt.

Erskine, Rev. Justus, of Meredith
Village, N. H.. was born at Montville,
1322, His parents were

Me., June ;.

Rev. J. Erskine.
Heury and Sarall (Kunowlton) Erskine.
He was couverted under the labors of
Rev. John Stevens in 1838 and baptized
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July 1st.  He studied at China Academy.
Parsonfield Seminary and Whitestown
Sentinary. [u 1832 he entered the
Biblical School at Whitestown and gradu-
ated, after the removal of the school, at
New Hampton in 15535, On October 7
he married Miss Martha True, of Mont-
ville, Me., and settled as pastor of the
church in Pawtucket, R. I. Feb. 13,
18356, he was ordained by Rev's Jolin
Fullonton, G. H. Ball, J. A. McKenzie
and others. After two vears he went to
Blackstone, Mass.. for a year and a half
and enjoved almost a continual revival.
He went for a vear and a half to Oak-
land, Me., and saw the work revived.
He was laid aside with a throat trouble
for nearly five vears. In October, 1863,
he settled at Meredith, N. H., and had
a prosperous pastorate. He was pastor
at Franconia 13872-76. He returned to
Meredith village. After a vear and a
half he began to preach to the old Mere-
dith church and has continued there till
the present time. He also supplies once
a month at West Centre Harbor. He
has baptized 108 persons. In 1384 Mrs.
Erskine died, and in 1886 he married
Miss Hattie B. Rand. He has been a
member of General Conference three
times. [n Meredith Village, where he has
resided mearly twenty vears, he has been
a school officer, and is highly esteemed
as a citizen.

Estep, Rev. Joseph Nelson, son of
Shadrach Estep, was born in Kanawha
County, W. Va., May 18, 1838. March
9. 1856, he married Miss Mary E. Wills.
At the age of fourteen he gave himself to
God, and in 1860 to the gospel ministry,
receiving a license September 8. In
1866 lie was ordained by the Baptists.
He was the founder of tlie Free Salvation
Baptists, the most of whom now belong
to the Freewill Baptists. He has been
successful in both pastoral and revival
work. having baptized about five hun-
dred and fifty. and orgauized fourteen
churches.

Estep, Rev. O. R., of Decota, W.
Va., is the son of Owen aud Lucinda
(Clark) Estep. He was born in Boone
County, W. Va., Jan. 10, 1854, and
married Mary E. Ward in August, 1874,
He was ordained in March, 1884, by a
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council from the Kanawha Q. M., and
since that time has becu engaged con-
tinually in revival and organizing work.
He lias baptized ahout one hundred and
fifty couverts, organized fifteeri churches,
and is now pastor of the Liberty, New
Salem, Jarrett’s Valley and Fitteen Mile
churclies of the West Virginia Y. M.
His labors are largely among a poor
people and but few wonld or could do
the work so efficiently and with so little
remuneration as lie receives. The strict-
est economy and the missionary spirit
combine to give lhim success, and in
these labors his devoted wife is a willing
and efficient assistant.

Estep, Shadrach, the brother of the
Rev. O. R. Estep, was born Julyv 28,
1852, in Boone County, W. Va. He
was married, Oct. 8, 1872, to Martha J.
Elkins. In 1375 he was led to give him-
self to God, and in 13887 received a
license to preach.

Estey, Rev. Edgar A., of Broken-
straw, N. Y., was born in Freeliold, Pa.,
Jan. 1, 1833, He 1is son of James
Mattison and Nancy ( Whitford) Estey,
and cousin of the manufacturer of the
Estey organs. He married Miss M. L.
Dean in 1874, the vear following his
conversion, and teu vears later received
license to preach. He was ordained
June 14, 1835, aund has been pastor of
the Clymer and Harmony cliurch, of
the French Creek Q. M., three years.
serving also the Waterford church, of
the Washington Q. M., the past year.
His labors have been blessed.

Evangelist, The, a monthly maga-
zine of twenty-four pages. was published
in 1874 and 1875, at Hillsdale, Mich.,
by the Rev. A. H. Chase, at that time
corresponding secretary of the Home
Misston Society. [t was designed to |
proniote the work of that society, and
coutained items of information from the
field, suggestions concerning the work
and contributed articles from prominent
ministers, as well as also choice selec-
tions. It was conducted with energy
aud skill. and was useful in aiding the
cause for which it was published.

Evansville Seminary, at Evansville,
Wis., was opened in 1870 as a Free
Baptist school through the eflorts of
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Rev. A. H. Huling. Rev. G. S. Brad-
ley was principal.  The seminary enjoyved
some degree of prosperity. but was not
sustained as had been expected. It had
previonsly been under the care of the
Methodist Episcopal denomination, and,
after a few yvears. it passed into the
hands of the Free Methodists.

Evens, Rev. Sylvester R., was born
i Livonia, N. Y., Julv 9. 1817, and
with his parents, who had been Presby-
terians, united with the Free Baptists in

May, 1830. He Dbegan to preach in
June, 1832, and was ordained by re-
quest of the Burns churclh March 4,

1843, having labored as an evangelist
much of the intervening time in western
New York. While pastor of the Barring-
tonn aud Milo clhiurches, the next four
vears. he attended for a time the Biblical
scliool at Whitestown. Then he sup-
plied the Big Flats clhiurch two years.
In 14351 lie began a four vears' pastorate

Fairfield, Rev. Edmund Burke,
D.D., LL.D., was born Aug. 7, 18271,
at Parkersburg, W. Va., wlere his father,
Rev. Micaiah Fairfield, had removed
from Vermout. He early showed an
aptitude for study. When twelve vears
of age he entered a printing office. With
the money thus earned he commenced
his college course; speuding one year at
Granville, O., three at Marietta and two
at Oberlin, graduating in 1842, when he
was appointed to a tutorship, which en-
abled him to continue his theological
studies in the seminary. At the age
of twelve le was converted, from
which time there was a fixed purpose
to give his life's service to God. Im
his junior year in college he was li-
censed to preach by the Baptist church
of Troy, O. Later, finding himself in
accord with the views of the Free-
will Baptists, lie became identified with
that body, receiving ordination from the
Belknap Q. M., N. H., in t8435. Mr.
Fairfield was pastor of the church at
Canterbury, N. H., and Roxbury, Mass.
I the summer of 1848 he was called to
the presidency of thie Michigan Central
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at Fabius. during which the church was
strengtheued in numbers and condition.
A successful pastorate of two yvears at
Warsaw followed, after which he resided
fourteen vears near Olean, ministering
to the churchlies in the vicinity., In 1872
he began again 1more active work,
preachiing at Caroline and Dryden oue
vear, at Apalachin two vears, at Oxford
three vears, at West Daveuport and East
Meredithh two vears, at Middlesex two
vears, at Sherman two years, at
Humplirey and Great Valley three
vears. and eutering upon the work at
Wheatville (Elba and Alabama) in 1837.
Thus his long ministry has been filled
with usefulness.

Ewer, Rev. Nathaniel, was ordained
in Vermont in 1825. The same year he
moved to Farnham, P. Q.. and the
interest there became a permanent oue.
Two vears later the church, greatly
strengthened, joined the Q. M. in
northern Vermont.

College, at Spring Arhor, now Hillsdale
College. The twenty-oue vears during
which he was connected with the college
were full of arduous toil and faith-trying
experiences, and the success attained
was in no small degree due to his wise
management and untiring zeal. While
at Hillsdale he organized the North
Reading church and was its pastor four-
teennt vears. He was twice called upon
to preside at the General Conference. In
the fall of 1856 he was elected State
Senator, and in 1858, Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor. In 1863 he visited Europe. In
the spring of 1870 he united with the
Congregational church of Oak Park, Il
He is now pastor of the Congregational
cliurch in Manistee, Mich. Dr. Fair-
field has been married three times: in
1845 to Lucia A. Jenison; in 1859 to
Mary A. Baldwin ; and in 1883 to Mary
A. Tibbits.

Fairfield, Rev. Micaiah, graduated
from Middlebury College, Vt., with the
highest honors of his class and studied
theology at Andover, Mass. He was
oue of that immortal class which did





